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Madras HC raps TN govt; orders 
restoration of security for U Sagayam 


Train services disrupted after PMK cadres throw 
stones at Chennai-bound Ananthapuri Express 



CHENNAI: Dec 01 
Flaying Tamil Nadu govern¬ 
ment for unilaterally with¬ 
drawing personal security 
provided to senior IAS officer 
U Sagayam, Madras high 
court has ordered restoration 
of protection and its continu¬ 
ation until further orders. 

Sagayam was handpicked 
by the court to probe the 
multi-crore granite mining 
scam in Madurai district. 
The officer had filed a report 
running to a couple of thou¬ 
sand pages, and quantified 
the quarried granite at more 
than Rs 1 lakh crore. As he 
received threats during probe, 
the security had been provid¬ 
ed to him. The security was 
withdrawn without any prior 
intimation on November 15. 

Referring to it, a special 
bench of Justice T S Siva- 
gnanam and Justice G Jay- 


MADURAI: Dec 01 
The Madras high court on 
Monday directed the Tamil 
Nadu government to pro¬ 
duce all the files relating to 
complaints against Anna 
University vice-chancellor 
(VC) M K Surappa and a GO 
to constitute a probe panel. 

A division bench of Jus¬ 
tices N Kirubakaran and B 
Pugalendhi sought to produce 
the files in a public interest 
litigation filed by Manith- 
anigai Kumar, a resident of 
Kanyakumari district who 


achandran said: “Though 
the legal commissioner and 
other officers have been re¬ 
lieved we had made it clear 
that the court would call for 
their assistance in the case 
as and when required.” “We 
had also made it clear in our 
order dated March 16, 2018 
no person, who is involved 
in carrying out the duties 
assigned by the court should 
be victimised or threatened, 
in any manner, and this is 
sovereign duty of the state to 
effect necessary protection to 
those concerned, who have 
discharged duty in accor¬ 
dance with law,” the bench 
added. 

“While so, how the state 
has revoked the security 
provided to the officers,” 
the court wondered. It then 
directed the government to 
maintain status quo of the 


ciated with the hero stones. 
They just come and return. 
These information boards 
will provide some basic idea 
about the hero stones and 
the inscriptions, if any, as¬ 
sociated with it,” said Bala- 
murugan. 

A hero stone is a me¬ 
morial paying tribute to a 
hero. The team has placed 
information boards behind 
at least ten hero stones in 
Tiruvannamalai. “There are 
more left, and we will do it af¬ 
ter consulting the respective 
villagers, without whom the 
initiative will never bear the 
fruit,” he said. 

“It was after doing a de¬ 
tailed study and research 
that we prepared the text. We 


December 1. 

The IMD forecast that 
the depression, formed 
earlier this morning about 
710km east-southeast of 
Trincomalee in Sri Lanka 
and 1120km east-southeast 
of Kanyakumari, is likely to 
intensify into deep depres¬ 
sion. In the subsequent 24 
hours, it is likely to intensify 
into a cyclonic storm. 

M Rajeevan, secretary, 
ministry of earth scienc¬ 
es under which the IMD 
functions, tweeted that the 
weather models show the 
cyclonic storm may not be 
severe like Nivar. “Another 
cyclonic storm over south 
Bay of Bengal likely to track 


challenged the GO passed 
by the state government to 
initiate a probe against VC 
Surappa. 

During the course of 
hearing, advocate general 
Vijay Narayan submitted 
that retired Madras high court 
Justice P Kalaiyarasan was 
appointed to probe into the 
complaints. He also argued 
on the maintainability of the 
petition. 

The petitioner stated that 
A Suresh from Trichy district 
had sent a complaint to the 


protection provided to Sagay¬ 
am and other officers as on 
March 16, 2018 till further 
orders. 

The issue pertains to a 
public interest writ petition 
filed by social activist Traffic 
K R Ramaswamy seeking 
probe into illegal granite 
mining in Madurai and other 
districts of the state. As to 
installation of CCTV cameras 
in district and state borders to 
detect transportation of illicit 
granites from the state, advo¬ 
cate-general Vijay Narayan 
informed the court that so 
far only five districts had 
complied with the order and 
sought two months’ time to 
report full compliance. 

Refusing to grant the time 
sought, the bench directed the 
state to complete the instal¬ 
lation expeditiously and file 
status report on December 11. 


consulted the experts in the 
field before finishing each 
info boards,” he said. 

With ancient monuments 
and temples, Tiruvannamalai 
attracts many visitors to the 
town. But lack of signboards 
had proved a major hin¬ 
drance. Eight months ago, 
the Tiruvannamalai district 
administration installed sign 
boards in English and Tamil 
at prominent heritage sites 
in the temple town with QR 
code. Normally, signboards 
with QR codes are installed 
at Unesco and ASI sites. It 
was the first time a district 
administration came up with 
such an initiative using the 
funds under the corporate 
social responsibility (CSR). 


westwards towards Sri Lan¬ 
ka and Comorin by Decem¬ 
ber 2 and likely to affect Sri 
Lanka, south Tamil Nadu, 
Kerala and Lakshadweep,” 
he tweeted. 

The system is likely to 
bring light to moderate rain¬ 
fall in a few places over 


chief minister’s special cell 
making baseless allegations 
that the VC and the depu¬ 
ty director of the centre for 
constituent colleges had re¬ 
ceived money for recruiting 
temporary teaching staff at 
the university and constituent 
colleges. 

He stated that the nature 
of such serious allegations 
could be ascertained only af¬ 
ter conducting a preliminary 
inquiry. However, without 
even conducting a prelim¬ 
inary inquiry, the GO was 


CHENNAI, Dec 1: 
Thousands of suburban rail 
passengers faced a lot of 
hardship after train services 
disrupted for more than two 
hours in Tambaram-Chen- 
galpattu section after a group 
of PMK supporters picketed 
a railway track and pelted 
stones at the Chennai-bound 
Ananthapuri Express near 
Perungalathur on Tuesday. 

The suburban 
trains which operate in 
Beach-Chengalpattu section 
have been stopped at en-route 
stations between Tambaram 
and Chengalpattu in both 
directions. The suburban ser¬ 
vices were affected between 


coastal Tamil Nadu includ¬ 
ing Chennai, south Tamil 
Nadu, Puducherry and Kara- 
ikal area from December 1. 

The IMD has forecast 
heavy rain at isolated places 
over Thanjavur, Tiruvarur, 
Nagapattinam, Pudukottai, 
Sivagangai, Ramanathapu- 


passed. 

The petitioner stated that 
Surappa had improved the 
quality of technical education 
in the state by taking various 
revolutionary and reformato¬ 
ry steps for the functioning of 
the university. Manithanigai 
stated that by making finan¬ 
cial reforms, the VC had cut 
down the expenditures. 

He stated that the VC 
had not accommodated the 
views of many politicians and 
avoided their interference, 
thus inviting their wrath. He 


8 am and 11 am with a few 
services partially cancelled. 

The PMK has announced 
a state wide agitation de¬ 
manding 20 per cent separate 
reservation for Vanniyars. 
Around 7:40 am, vehicles 
of PMK supporters from 


ram, Tirunelveli, Tuticorin 
and Kanyakumari districts 
on December 1. The intensi¬ 
ty of rainfall could increase 
in these regions on Decem¬ 
ber 2 with extremely heavy 
rain likely at isolated places 
over Tirunelveli, Tuticorin, 
Kanyakumari and Ramana- 
thapuram districts. 

Heavy to very heavy rain 
is likely at isolated places 
over Pudukottai, Sivagan¬ 
gai, Virudhunagar, Tenkasi, 
Thanjavur, Tiruvarur and 
Nagapattinam districts and 
Karaikal area. 

Heavy rain is also 
likely to occur at isolated 
places over Tiruvallur and 
Kancheepuram districts. 


also stated that Surappa had 
also refused the decision of 
the state government to pro¬ 
mote the final year students 
with more than 20 arrears 
without writing the exam. 

Stating that the GO initi¬ 
ating probe against him was 
passed due to ulterior motive, 
the petitioner moved the HC 
Madurai bench challenging 
the GO and also sought to 
stay the proceedings of the 
GO. The case was adjourned 
to December 2 for further 
hearing. 


Villupuram, Kallakuruchi 
and various other districts 
which were entering into the 
Chennai city were allegedly 
stopped by the police at Pe¬ 
rungalathur junction. 

This led to an altercation 
between police and PMK 
cadres. As a result, a large 
number of vehicles piled up 
on Tambaram-Tiruchy NH 
road. In the meanwhile, a 
group of PMK supporters 
who were struck in the traffic 
between Perungalathur and 


MADURAI: Dec 01 
The Madras high court on 
Monday directed the Tamil 
Nadu government to reg¬ 
ister a criminal case with 
regard to an incident where 
a government school teacher 
managed to obtain free pattas 

— meant for landless poor 

— for himself and his family 
members. 

The court was hearing 
a petition filed by G Raja 
who sought for a direction to 
restrain the authorities from 
disturbing the possession of 
the free patta allotted to him 
at Palluvoor in Sivaganga 
district. 

Pursuant to the earlier 
order, DVAC officials who 
conducted an inquiry sub¬ 
mitted a report before the 
court. 

A division bench of Jus¬ 
tices N Kirubakaran and B 
Pugalendhi observed that 
on perusal of the DVAC 
report it is clear that prima 
facie materials are available 
against the petitioner, his son 
and the tahsildar. 

The judges observed that 
though the petitioner and 
tahsildar were suspended, no 
criminal case was registered 


Chennai Dec 1: Spe¬ 
cial Correspondent: It has 
been reported from Reliable 
sources that IPS officer T.P. 
Senkumar, who is Recently 
reappointed as DGP in Ker¬ 
ala, will soon take over as 
the Governor of Tamil Nadu 
after the Tamil Nadu general 
election 2021. 

His name is being 
considered by the Central 
Government to become the 
Governor of Tamil Nadu. 
Celebrated by the people 
of Kerala as an honest IPS 
officer in Kerala. 

During his tenure, the 
present Chief Minister 
Pranab Mukherjee’s gov¬ 
ernment filed several cas¬ 
es against DGP Senkumar. 
He is the one who fought 
through the Kerala High 
Court and the Supreme Court 


Vandalur suddenly entered 
into the railway track which 
is parallelly located along the 
Tambaram-Tiruchy NH. 

About 15 to 20 persons 
picketed the railway track 
holding PMK flags and raised 
slogans demanding to al¬ 
low them into the Chennai 
city. They intercepted the 
Kollam-Chennai Egmore 
Ananthapuri Express (Train 
No 06724). Upon seeing the 
protestors on the track, the 
loco pilots blew continuous 


against them and no action 
was taken against a VAO 
who also had a role in this 
case. Observing that mere 
suspension is not sufficient, 
the judges directed to issue 
charge memo to the petition, 
tahsildar and VAO and also 
directed to register a criminal 
case and proceed in accor¬ 
dance with law. 

The judges also sought 
property details, number 
of bank accounts, deposits 
made by the petitioner and 
his family members. The 
judges sought response on 
whether the petitioner was 
running a finance firm. The 
judges further sought prop¬ 
erty details, number of bank 
accounts and deposits made 
by the tahsildar and his fam¬ 
ily members. They sought 
details as to whether the 


and dissolved the present 
Pranab Vijayan government 
through the law. 

He has been a very 
influential man with the sup¬ 
port of the central govern¬ 
ment. It has been a year since 
he retired. He is currently 
working on a Hindu Cam¬ 
paign across India. Former 


horns for a few minutes. 
As protestors stayed on the 
track, the train was brought 
down to halt. Subsequent¬ 
ly, the PMK cadres pelted 
stones at the locomotive. 
There were two motor men 
in the locomotive and over 
1500 passengers travelled 
in the train. In this incident, 
the headlights of the loco¬ 
motive were fully damaged. 
The RPF and Government 
railway police rushed the 
spot and dispersed the crowd. 
The train left the place after 
10 minutes. Followed by this, 
suburban specials operated 
in Tambaram-Chengalpattu 
stopped at en-route stations. 
A few express specials oper¬ 
ated in Chengalpattu-Tam- 
baram section were also de¬ 
layed for more than an hour. 
Tambaram Government 
Railway Police registered a 
case and probe is on. 


tahsildar was a leader in any 
association of government 
employees. 

During the previous 
hearing, the state govern¬ 
ment informed the court that 
the petitioner and five mem¬ 
bers of his family, including 
his son R Mutharasan who 
is working as a doctor in a 
primary health centre, had 
also been allotted free patta. 
It was informed that the pe¬ 
titioner, his son and tahsildar 
who issued pattas were sus¬ 
pended. 

The court directed the 
DVAC officials to conduct 
an inquiry with regard to the 
properties in possession by 
the petitioner and his family 
and the tahsildar. 

The case was adjourned 
to December 7 for further 
hearing. 


DGP Kiranbedi is currently 
the Governor of Pondicherry. 
Similarly, the Central Gov¬ 
ernment is planning to offi¬ 
cially declare Tamil Nadu as 
the Governor of Tamil Nadu 
after the 2021 Assembly 
elections. (Central govern¬ 
ment prepares for next storm 
in Tamil Nadu politics) 


Santhosh Babu joins Kamal 
Haasan’s MNM after quitting IAS 



CHENNAI, Dec 01: Former IAS officer Santhosh Babu 
joined actor-turned-politician Kamal Haasan’s MakkalNeed- 
hi Maiam (MNM) in the presence of the party president and 
other functionaries on Tuesday. He is the fourth civil service 
officer in recent years to quit the service and join politics. 

The others were IRS officer Saravanakumar and IPS 
officer K Annamalai, who joined the BJP, and IAS officer 
Sasikanth Senthil, who joined the Congress. 

A 1995 batch Tamil Nadu cadre IAS officer, Santhosh 
Babu is an alumnus of Government Medical College, Thi- 
ruvananthapuram. He was serving as a principal secretary 
for the IT department when he quit on Auguff 22 this year. 

After j oining the MNM, he was immediately appointed as 
a general secretary, headquarters of the party. He is the third 
ex-bureaucrat to serve the party after retired police officer 
AG Mourya and former IAS officer R Rengarajan. 

Burevi: Parts of south Tamil Nadu, 
likely to get extremely heavy rain 



Info boards erected at Tiruvannamalai hero stones 


CHENNAI: Dec 
01 Hero stones in Tiru¬ 
vannamalai is getting info 
boards, mentioning their 
historic significance. 

Members of the Tiru¬ 
vannamalai district heritage 
research centre have placed 
information boards near ten 
important hero stones in the 
district. The initiative will 
provide the visitors an idea 
about the hero stones and 
inscriptions on them. 

Tehsildar S Balamuru- 
gan, who spearheaded the 
drive, said they were doing 
it with the cooperation of the 
respective villagers at every 
hero stone site. 

“Many visitors don’t 
know the significance asso- 


Cyclone 

Kerala 

CHENNAI: Dec 01 
A depression formed over 
southeast Bay of Bengal 
is likely to intensify into a 
cyclonic storm in the next 
36 hours, the India Meteoro¬ 
logical Department has said. 
When the cyclone forms, 
it would be called cyclone 
Burevi, a name given by the 
Maldives. 

This system is likely 
to cross Sri Lanka before 
reaching Comorin area and 
south Kerala on December 2 
bringing heavy spells across 
south Tamil Nadu, Kera¬ 
la and Lakshadweep and 
light to moderate rainfall in 
coastal Tamil Nadu includ¬ 
ing Chennai starting from 


Probe against Anna University VC Surappa: Madras 
high court directs Tamil Nadu govt to produce all files 


Issuance of free pattas to five members of a family: 
High court orders govt to register criminal case 



Former Kerala DGP T.RSenkumar is coming 
soon as the next Governor of Tamil Nadu! 
































Traffic woes continue in Delhi amid farmers’ protest 



NEW DELHI: Dec 01 
Long queues of vehicles 
choked the roads in parts 
of the national capital on 
Monday as the Delhi police 
kept the Singhu and Tikri 
borders closed and height¬ 
ened checking at other places 
in the wake of the ongoing 
protests by farmers. Both 
the border points at Singhu 
and Tikri remained closed 
with the farmers rejecting 
the Centre’s offer to hold 
talks over the new farm laws 
opposed by them. 

The closure of borders 
has also resulted in heavy 
traffic on other alternate 
routes between Delhi and 
Haryana. 


The Delhi Traffic Police 
tweeted, “Singhu Border is 
still closed from both sides. 
Please take alternate route. 
Traffic has been diverted 
from Mukarba Chowk & 
GTK road. Traffic is very 
very heavy. Please avoid 
outer ring road from signa¬ 
ture bridge to Rohini & vice 
versa, GTK road, NH 44 & 
Singhu borders.” 

Traffic AlertSinghu Bor¬ 
der is still closed from both 
sides. Please take alternate 
route.Traffic has been divert¬ 
ed... https://t.co/tT4uhtX- 
DCt 

In another tweet, it said 
Tikri border is also closed 
for traffic movement while 


Jharoda, Dhansa, Dau- 
rala Jhatikara, Badusari, 
Kapashera, Rajokri NH 8, 
Bijwasan-Bajghera, Palam 
vihar and Dundahera borders 
were open and available to 
Haryana. 

Policemen in large num¬ 
bers were deployed on the 
Delhi-Gurgaon border and 


vehicle checking was inten¬ 
sified. Deputy commissioner 
of police (Southwest) Ingit 
Pratap Singh said, “We have 
not received any inputs on 
farmers coming here but as 
a precautionary measure, we 
have deployed our forces.” 

The Gurugram Traffic 
Police also alerted commut¬ 


ers about the congestion. 

“Traffic congestion has 
been reported onNH-48 near 
Sarhol Toll towards Delhi 
due to slow entry of vehicles 
into Delhi. @TrafficGGM 
is on the spot to facilitate 
the traffic. Inconvenience 
caused is highly regretted,” 
it tweeted from its official 
handle. The agitating farm¬ 
ers demanding scrapping of 
the new farm laws have also 
warned to close all five entry 
points to the national capital. 

After a meeting of over 
30 farmer groups on Sunday, 
their representatives said 
they will not move to the Bu- 
rari ground for their protest 
as suggested by the Centre. 


GHMC polls: Telangana EC expresses unhappiness over 
failure to check distribution of money and liquid 


HYDERABAD: Dec 01 
The State Election Commis¬ 
sion has expressed unhap¬ 
piness over the failure of its 
60 teams of flying squads 
and 30 static surveillance 
teams in keeping a check on 
distribution of money and 
liquor among other tactics 
to influence the voters hours 
before the polling starts at 7 
am on Tuesday. 


“Even after the instruc¬ 
tions issued by the election 
commission to effectively 
keep an eye on distribution 
of money and liquor, threat¬ 
ening and intimidation of 
candidates or their agents, 
the state election commission 
has received many such com¬ 
plaints from Sunday itself. 
It caused embarrassment to 
the election commission. 


Tonight is very crucial and 
there is every possibility for 
occurrence of electoral mal¬ 
practices such as distribution 
of money, liquor, threatening, 
intimidation etc,” said a re¬ 
lease from the State Election 
Commission. Keeping this 
in view, the election com¬ 
mission has directed all the 
observers to keep vigil during 
Monday night to check such 


electoral malpractices and 
also activate the flying squads 
and static surveillance teams. 
“Violation of Model Code 
of Conduct or any electoral 
malpractice, if any, occurs, 
see that cases are booked 
against the delinquent(s) im¬ 
mediately and take action 
as per law and report to the 
concerned authorities as well 
as to the State Election Com¬ 


mission without delay. You 
are requested to respond to 
complaints quickly and take 
suitable action after due en¬ 
quiries and furnish reports to 
SEC,” said the release. The 
observers should ensure that, 
Model Code of Conduct is 
implemented in its true spirit 
and elections are conducted 
in a free, fair and peaceful 
manner, the release added. 


Relative of former TUDA chairman murdered right ahead 
of Tirupati bypolls, Naidu calls it political murder 



TIRUPATI: Dec 01 A 
relative of former Tirupati 
urban development authority 
chairman and Telugu desam 
party leader G Narasimha 
Yadav was murdered right 
ahead of the Tirupati bypoll 
in the temple city on Sun¬ 
day night. Relatives of the 
deceased youngster alleged 
that the murder was executed 
by activists of the ruling Y SR 
Congress party. 

According to family 
members, Bharat Yadav, an 
intermediate student was 


first attacked by a group of 
youngsters from the Lak- 
smipuram locality in the 
city on Sunday evening after 
he refused to provide the 
contact details of a friend. 
When the victim took his 
parents to the home of one of 
his attackers later, the gang 
allegedly stabbed Bharat Ya¬ 
dav. Though he was immedi¬ 
ately rushed to the hospital, 
the youngster died while 
undergoing treatment. 

Cremation and final 
rites were performed to the 


youngster on Monday. 

The prime accused in this 
murder is said to be one of the 
accused involved in the re¬ 
cent attack on a timber depot 
owner near Renigunta road. 


Meanwhile, Telugu De¬ 
sam party president Nara 
Chandrababu Naidu con¬ 
demned the murder of Bharat 
Yadav and called it a polit¬ 
ically sponsored murder. 


“The peace and tranquility 
of the temple city of Tirupati 
has been adversely affected 
which is evident from the 
fact that five murders took 
place in this holy city ever 
since the YSR Congress 
party came to power in the 
state. The spiritual capital of 
the country has been turned 
into a faction hotbed by the 
ruling party to achieve po¬ 
litical gains. We demand the 
police to bring the culprits 
responsible for the murder 
to book”, demanded Naidu. 


VIRTUAL TIMES 



At Hosur All Labour unions in Hosur agitating against the central govt's new labour 
act bill passed in parliament.INTUC Muniraj,Sridhar and leaders of CITU,AITUC and 
all other party unions and huge number of labours were participated in the agitation 


Police flag parade was held on Kambam 

Theni,Decl: A flag pa¬ 
rade on behalf of the Uth- 
thamapalayam SubPolice 
Division was held on Mon¬ 
day in kambam, Theni dis¬ 
trict. A flag parade was held 
on behalf Uththamapalayam 
Sub-Divisional Police De¬ 
partment to reduce crime in 
the Kambam area of Theni 
District and to create aware¬ 
ness among the public to 
avoid law and order prob¬ 
lems. District Superinten¬ 
dent of police E.Sai Charan 
Tejaswi hoisted the flag. 

The flag procession 



started from Arasamaram 
and reached Kambam North 
Police Station via Gandhi 
Statue, VOC Stadium, Park 
Stadium, Naattukal, Kam¬ 
bam mettu Road and kombai 
Road. District Superinten¬ 


dent of Police Saicharan 
Tejaswi said, the flag parade 
was held to raise awareness 
among the public to pre¬ 
vent crime. Deputy Superin¬ 
tendent of Police Chinnakan- 
nu thanked them. 


Two-phase Karnataka panchayat 
polls to be held on Dec 22,27 


BENGALURU: Dec 01 
The state election commis¬ 
sion on Monday announced a 
two-phase poll to over 5,762 
gram panchayats across 30 
districts in Karnataka. Elec¬ 
tions will be held on De¬ 
cember 22 and 27, and the 
results will be announced on 
December 30. 

Announcing the sched¬ 
ule of polls, State Election 
Commissioner B Basavaraju 
told reporters that the last 
date for filing nomination 
will be December 11 and 
December 17 for first and 
second phase respectively. 
“All the districts will have 


two phase polling, and the 
decision was taken in the 
light of Covid -19 pandemic. 
The model code of conduct 
for elections will come into 
force with immediate effect,” 
he added. The announcement 
comes in the light of Kar¬ 
nataka High Court provid¬ 
ing three weeks’ time to the 
SEC to announce dates for 
conducting gram panchayat 
polls. 

“EVMs will be used in 
Bidar district and ballot pa¬ 
pers in the rest of the state. 
In all, 5,762 gram pancha¬ 
yats out of 6,004 gram pan¬ 
chayats will be going for 


polls in these two phases,” 
said Basavaraj adding that 
that 162 gram panchayats 
whose tenure will end after 
December 20 will not be 
going in for polls. Likewise, 
he said 74 gram panchayats 
which have been upgraded 
or partially upgraded will 
also not go for polls along 6 
gram panchayats that have 
litigation in court. The 2.96 
crore electors will vote to 
elect 92,121 gram panchayat 
members in all. As many as 
45,128 polling booths will 
be set up, and about 2.7 lakh 
polling officials will be de¬ 
ployed to oversee elections. 



V.Ashok Kumar DSP Human rights speaking in a meeting of the observation of 
Indian Constitution Day was organised by Dharmapuri dist Nehru Yuval Khendra at 
its office premisses.Shahshank ravula DYC NYK,speaking that why we observe the 
Constitution Day and remember father of the Constitution Dr.BR.Ambedkar.K.Mo- 
han Central govt pleader remember the works of Dr,bedkar,M.Perumal Retd,Pro- 
bationary officer,the service rendered in forming Indian Constitutions first NYK 
accountant G.Velmurugan welcome the gathering and Piraisoodan proposed vote 
ofthanks.Huge number of voluntears participated. 

HERO M0T0C0RP APPOINTS GLORAL MOBILITY EXPERT 
MICHAEL CLARKE AS CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER 


Chennai Dec 1: Hero 
MotoCorp, the world’s larg¬ 
est manufacturer of motor¬ 
cycles and scooters, today 
appointed global mobility 
expert Michael Clarke to 
the newly created position 
of Chief Operating Officer 
(COO), with the additional 
role of Chief Human Re¬ 
sources Officer (CHRO). 

Based out of India, Mike 
will join Hero MotoCorp 
effective January 1,2021 and 
report to Dr. Pawan Mun- 
jal, Chairman & CEO of 
Hero MotoCorp. The Nom¬ 
ination and Remuneration 
Committee (NRC) of Hero 
MotoCorp has approved the 
appointment. 


As part of this process, 
Hero MotoCorp has earlier 
announced assigning the role 
of Head of Strategy to Malo 
Le Masson and expanded the 
role of Ravi Pisipaty as the 
Head of Plant Operations. 
Sanjay Bhan has returned 
to the Company as the Head 
of Global Business (GB) to 
play a key role in the rapid 
expansion and consolidation 
of Hero in the international 
markets. Mahesh Kaikini, 
the Head of Gurugram plant, 
has been appointed as the 
Chief Quality Officer, while 
Ashutosh Varma has been 
elevated to the role of Head 
ofNational Sales. 

Mike Clarke is a business 


leader with more than 25 
years’ global experience in 
publicly listed companies 
in the US and UK. Mike has 
worked extensively in build¬ 
ing, leading and managing 
teams across geographies 
and functions. 

Mike has worked in 
leadership roles in some of 
the world’s top companies, 
such as Fiat Group SPA and 
Delphi Technologies. Mike 
was also in leadership roles 
in Operations and Human 
Resources functions in sev¬ 
eral other companies, across 
Europe.He was a mechanical 
engineer and an MBA from 
the John Moore’s University 
in Liverpool, UK, 


Assam closes down 


GUWAHATI: Dec 01 
Assam has closed down all the 
makeshift Covid care centres 
in the state keeping only the 
Covid hospitals functioning 
with the pandemic situation 
now “under control” but, will 
tighten test protocol for all 
incoming air, rail and road 
passengers to prevent an on¬ 
slaught of a second wave of 
pandemic. 


State health minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma on 
Monday said, “The Covid-19 
situation is under control now 
but with second or third waves 
in some countries and other 
Indian states, we are on high 
alert. A second wave will not 
happen from within the state 
but from outside and so we 
are tightening the SoP to tests 
people arriving in the state by 


temporary Covid care centres 


train, air or road.” 

“At present we have al¬ 
ready have a strict protocol 
in place at airports, which has 
been very fruitful. In Guwa- 
hati alone among an average 
of 40 positive cases daily, 
20 to 22 have been detected 
among air passengers,” Sar¬ 
ma said. 

Till Monday the cumula¬ 
tive count of positive cases 


in the state were 2,12,617 
among which 2,08,283 pa¬ 
tients have been discharged 
leaving just 3,850 active cas¬ 
es. The number of Covid-19 
death till Monday was 981, 
which in terms of fatality 
rate is 0.46%. The state’s fa¬ 
tality rate is the lowest in the 
country and is better than the 
national rate of 1.46 per cent. 

“Under the present im¬ 


proved situation, we have 
discontinued with all the tem¬ 
porary Covid care centres, 
except the hospitals, which 
will continue to function. This 
decision has been taken in 
view of the decreasing num¬ 
ber of positive people and also 
the onset of winter season, 
which is difficult time for 
those in the temporary Covid 
care centres,” Sarma said. 


Korean Cultural Centre India Celebrated International Kimchi Day 



Chennai Dec 1: The 
award ceremony for Pan 
India Online Korean Culi¬ 
nary Challenge 2020 was 
organized on 22nd Nov ‘In¬ 
ternational Kimchi Day’, 
which was jointly organized 
by Korean Culture Center 
India (KCCI) and Banarsidas 
Chandiwala Institute of Ho¬ 
tel Management & Catering 
Technology (BCIHMCT). 
32 students from 14 institutes 
participated from Pan In¬ 
dia by posting their Cuisine 
preparation videos on both 
organizer’s social network¬ 
ing sites. The viewership of 
participants' cooking videos 
reached 5 lakh(539,865). 

Arushi Gatg, 3rd year 
student of Institute of Hotel 
Management, Chennai was 
the winner of this contest. 
She made good Korean cui¬ 
sine combination consisting 
of Kimchi Jjiggae(stew), 
Doenjang Jjigae(soybean 
paste stew), Pajeon(green 
onion pancake), Gam- 
ja-jorim(Soy Sauce Braised 
Potatoes), Sigeumchi Nam- 
ul(Seasoned Spinach), Dak 
Gangjeong(weet and Sour 
Chicken). Besides making 
the video for food prepara¬ 


tion, she also had described 
what Kimchi is and gave de¬ 
tails on varieties of Kimchi. 
Lee Yeon-soon, National 
food master of the Republic 
of Korea who was the pro¬ 
fessional jury for this event 
was impressed by the high 
level of understanding and 
skill of students in terms of 
Korean cuisine, and glad to 
see Korean food's awareness 
built in India. She has visited 
India 2 times for diplomatic 
events by Korean Cultural 
Centre India, she suggests 
Tandoori chicken can be 
fascinating Indian cuisine to 
Korean people. 

Answering the media 
queries, she said ‘Korean 
food has been well preserved 


through its prototype and 
tradition through its long 
history, it represents well¬ 
being food in recent time as 
well balanced healthy food 
between taste and nutrition. 
Five basic vegetable ingredi¬ 
ents with red, yellow, black, 
white, green color called as 
“Oh Bang” color represents 
harmony of all creation and 
universe's energy. It has 
philosophical story telling. 
Korean traditional foods 
are quite well known as 
high quality food which can 
strengthen human's consti¬ 
tution and improve immune 
system. There is Korean 
proverb, ‘Yak Shik Dong 
Won’ means food is medi¬ 
cine. Some traditional foods 


whose ingredients are herb 
medicines really helpful to us 
especially in this pandemic 
situation. ’ 

Prof. Raj KishorBhan- 
dari, Head (BCIHMCT) 
talked about qualities of 
Korean cuisines and he gave 
special mentions about kim¬ 
chi. He was happy to hold 
this event as India-Korea 
food exchange program on 
Kimchi day, 22th November 
which was designated by Ko¬ 
rean government to promote 
about Kimchi and its relating 
culture and industries. 

For utilizing the ad¬ 
vantage as online event, the 
contest invited netizen's par¬ 
ticipation to the evaluation 
process through checking 


the viewership number of 
participants' videos. The 
best 10 videos selected by 
netizens' evaluation were 
judged by professional jury 
panel including Korean Na¬ 
tional Food master, Chef Lee 
Yeonsoon. 

Choi Jong-ho, the minis¬ 
ter of the Embassy of the Re¬ 
public of Korea, appreciated 
the institute for holding the 
event on Kimchi day, which 
was its first anniversary after 
the designation in last year, 
and suggested to continue 
cultural exchange between 
two countries through food. 

Dr Mahesh Verma, Vice 
Chancellor of Guru Gobind 
Singh Indraprastha Uni¬ 
versity, Prof. Raj Kishor 
Bhandari, Head of Banar¬ 
sidas Chandiwala Institute 
of Hotel Management & 
Catering Technology, Mr. 
Hwang Il-yong, director 
of Korean Cultural Centre 
India and other juries and 
faculty members of institute 
in limited manner attend¬ 
ed the ceremony according 
to Covid 19 protocol and 
Korean food reception was 
being followed after the first 
session of ceremony. 
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Piaggio India to soon commence the production of its 
much-awaited premium scooter, theAprilia SXR160 



Chennai Dec 1:Piaggio 
India will soon commence 
the production of Aprilia 
SXR 160 at its Baramati 
plant, with the aim to launch 
the new premium scooter in 
the Indian market to serve 
its distinguished customers. 
The much-awaited premium 
scooter, Aprilia SXR 160, 
was first unveiled at the Auto 
Expo 2020, Greater Noida. 

As one of the much 
appreciated and accolade 
winning scooter at the Auto 
Expo,theAprilia SXR 160 
brings the first of its kind 
combination of style, per¬ 
formance and extraordinary 
comfort riding experience, 
coupled with great ergo¬ 
nomics. Designed in Italy 
for India, the SXR 160 is 
set to create a new bench¬ 
mark as a trendsetter with 
its unique next-generation 
appeal and technologically 
advanced features. 

Aprilia SXR 160in- 


corporates Aprilia’s latest 
global design language and 
will offer high premium ex¬ 
perience along with bespoke 
performance, comfort and 
style. With its launch, the 
SXR 160 is set tocreate a 
new category in the pre¬ 
mium scooter market. It is 
equipped with a high perfor¬ 
mance 160CC BSVI, three 
valve Fuel Injection clean 


emission engine technology, 
that produces high power 
and torque to provide a great 
riding experience. 

Its unique incomparable 
look is complemented with 
3 coat HD body paint finish, 
the diamond reflection wrap 
around LED taillights with 
integrated rear blinkers, is 
equal in generatingthe much 
sought after new age appeal. 


Motorola launches moto g 5G - India’s 
most affordable 5G ready smartphone 


Coimbatore, Dec 1: - 
Motorola, today, announced 
the launch of their latest 
offering with the moto g 5G; 
delivering next-gen features 
with a futureproof ultra-fast 
5G capability and a pow¬ 
erhouse Snapdragon 750G 
processor- this device will let 
you blaze through your tasks 
with ultra-fast performance, 
lag-free streaming, and its 
near-stock Android UI. 

Motorola’s g series is 
known worldwide to pro¬ 


vide exceptional value to 
smartphones that stand out 
in this segment to give you 
more of what you want for 
less. The new moto g 5G is 
yet another powerful testi¬ 
mony to the brand’s commit¬ 
ment to making future-ready 
technology accessible to all. 
Additional features like 5000 
mAh battery, 6GB RAM and 
128 GB built-in storage, 6.7” 
Max Vision HDR10 display, 
48 MP camera system, and a 
dedicated Google Assistant 


button- makes it one of the 
most tempting devices in the 
budget-segment. 



Tech-driven campuses - ITM Business 
School Chennai leads the way 


Chennai Dec 1: The pan¬ 
demic brought the country’s 
education system to a com¬ 
plete standstill. Amidst the 
upsurge in COVID-19 cases 
across the country by May 
- June, it no longer was pos¬ 
sible to resume classroom 
sessions from schools for 
the new academic year. As a 
result, there got created a dire 
need-state for innovation in 
order to ensure there is no 
lack or dearth of learning and 
teaching, as the world enters 
the new norm. 

To address the growing 
need, educational institutes 
in tandem with state and 
national education minis¬ 
tries focused on reinventing 
the wheel. There got intro¬ 
duced a tech-driven learning. 
Under this concept, virtual 
classrooms became the new 


normal and lectures were, in¬ 
fact are still being conducted 
through cloud campuses and 
applications. 

Presentation slides are 
new blackboards and the 
notes are interactive with 
hyperlinks instead of mere 
black and white paper sheets. 
Classrooms of government 
schools have been equipped 
with e-learning technology 
and other equipment with 
digital content, to make 
teaching and learning more 
attractive and effective. 

Prof. Gulshan Ku¬ 
mar, Campus Director, said 
“Given the pandemic, ITM 
Business School, Chennai 
believe that the future of 
education technology re¬ 
volves around the concept of 
offering appealing concepts 
to learners across all ages. 


Hence, the Chennai branch 
of ITM pioneered the trend of 
tech-driven and virtual cam¬ 
pus way before the COVID 
era. The early adoption of 
technology in the form of 
simulation of concepts, in¬ 
centive-based learning, level 
advancement badges, likes 
and more enables to drive 
user engagement and en¬ 
hance the experience. Since 
the focus is on creating tech- 
ready education, the ITM 
curriculum pattern is planned 
around offering a coveted 
tech-driven management 
education providing expo¬ 
sure to students in order to 
match industry expectations. 
Students to be immerse in 
multi-level e-learning with 
online workshops, meet our 
mentors and have a virtual 
tour of our campus” 


Mankind Pharma ropes in Megastar Mohanlal 
as the Corporate Brand Ambassador 


Chennai Dec 1: India’s 
leading pharmaceutical com¬ 
pany Mankind Pharma has 
announced its association 
with Malayalam Superstar 
Mohanlal as their corpo¬ 
rate brand ambassador. The 
megastar is one of the finest 
actors in our country, who 
has starred in over 400 mov¬ 
ies. The goal of the ambassa¬ 
dorship is to drive visibility 
for Mankind Pharma and its 
efforts to reach the masses 
in south through Megastar 
Mohanlal and providing 
them quality and affordable 
medicine. 

The megastar’s mass ap- 


*i Mr 

peal, constant reinvention 
and hard work, has garnered 
him Five National Awards 
for films from Government 
of India and six State Awards 
for Best Actor from the Govt, 
of Kerala. 

Speaking of the partner¬ 
ship, Mohanlal said, “I am 
glad to partner with Mankind 
Pharma as their corporate 


brand ambassador. The Phar¬ 
ma company truly represents 
the spirit of Atmanirbhar 
Bharat and has touched upon 
the lives of people living 
in the remotest part of the 
country. I am honored to be 
associated with Mankind 
Pharma and we are hoping to 
serve the society together.” 

Speaking on the occa¬ 
sion, Rajeev Juneja, CEO 
of Mankind Pharma said, 
“Mankind Pharma has been 
recognizing the real heroes 
of our society and we really 
wanted to associate with a fa¬ 
miliar face who is a change- 
maker. 


Moderna says will request US V 
Europe vaccine authorization Monday 


moderna 



US Dec 01 Moderna 
Inc will apply for US and 
European emergency au¬ 
thorization for its Covid-19 
vaccine on Monday after 
full results from a late-stage 
study showed it was 94.1% 
effective with no serious 
safety concerns, the compa¬ 
ny said. 

Moderna also reported 
that its vaccine’s efficacy rate 
was consistent across age, 
race, ethnicity and gender 
demographics as well as 
having a 100% success rate 
in preventing severe cases 
of a disease that has killed 
nearly 1.5 million people. 

The filing sets Modema’s 
product up to be the second 
vaccine likely to receive US 
emergency use authorization 
this year following a shot 
developed by Pfizer and 
BioNTech which had a 95% 
efficacy rate. 

“We believe that we have 
a vaccine that is very highly 
efficacious. We now have the 
data to prove it,” Moderna 
Chief Medical Officer Tal 
Zaks said. “We expect to be 
playing a major part in turn¬ 
ing around this pandemic.” 

Of the 196 people who 
contracted Covid-19 out of 
over 30,000 volunteers, 185 
had received a placebo and 
11 got the vaccine. Moderna 
reported 30 severe cases, 
all in the placebo group, 
which means the vaccine 
was 100% effective against 
severe cases. 

Moderna shares were 
up 6.7% at $138.58 in US 
pre-market trade, a record 
high and a rise of more than 
600% this year. 

“As the numbers of cases 
reported grows, confidence 
grows that this amazing pro¬ 


tection will be maintained in 
a product that can be rolled 
out to protect the public,” 
said Alexander Edwards, as¬ 
sociate professor in biomed¬ 
ical technology at Britain’s 
University of Reading. 

In addition to filing its US 
application, Moderna said 
it would seek conditional 
approval from the European 
Medicines Agency, which is 
already reviewing its data, 
and would continue to talk 
with other regulators doing 
similar rolling reviews. 

“Although we await the 
full details of these results in 
published form, we can now 
assume that this vaccine will 
be approved for use in De¬ 
cember,” said Gillies O’Bry- 
an-Tear, chair of policy and 
communications at Britain’s 
Faculty of Pharmaceutical 
Medicine. 

He expected Britain’s 
Medicines and Healthcare 
products Regulatory Agency 
to approve the vaccine within 
two weeks. 

Pfizer has already ap¬ 
plied for emergency use 
authorization in the United 
States and Europe, putting 
it about a week ahead of 
Moderna. 

4 JUST OVERWHELM¬ 
ING’ 

Moderna said it was 
on track to have about 20 
million doses of its vaccine 
ready to ship in the United 
States by the end of 2020, 
enough to inoculate 10 mil¬ 
lion people. 

Switzerland’s Lonza, 
which has a contract with 
Moderna to supply ingre¬ 
dients for the vaccine, rose 
4.4%. 

The vaccines developed 
by both Moderna and Pfizer/ 


BioNTech use a new technol¬ 
ogy called synthetic messen¬ 
ger RNA (mRNA) whereas 
others, such as Britain’s As¬ 
traZeneca, are using more 
traditional methods. 

AstraZeneca has an¬ 
nounced an average efficacy 
rate of 70% for its shot and as 
much as 90% for a subgroup 
of trial participants who got 
a half dose, followed by a 
full dose. But some scien¬ 
tists have expressed doubts 
about the robustness of the 
90% efficacy figure for the 
smaller group. 

Modema’s latest efficacy 
result is slightly lower than 
an interim analysis released 
on Nov. 16 of 94.5% effec¬ 
tiveness, a difference that 
Zaks said was not statistical¬ 
ly significant. 

“At this level of effec¬ 
tiveness, when you just do 
the math of what it means 
for the pandemic that’s 
raging around us, it’s just 
overwhelming,” said Zaks, 
who said he cried when he 
saw the final results over the 
weekend. 

Both the Moderna and 
Pfizer vaccines proved more 
effective than anticipated 
and were far superior to the 
50% benchmark set by the 
U.S. Food and Dmg Admin¬ 
istration (FDA). 

The past few weeks of 
positive vaccine results have 


ignited hopes for an end to a 
pandemic that has battered 
economies and come as new 
infections and Covid-19 
hospitalizations are at re¬ 
cord levels across the United 
States. 

Independent advisers to 
the FDA are scheduled to 
meet on Dec. 10 to review 
Pfizer’s data and make a 
recommendation to the U.S. 
regulator. They will review 
Moderna’s data a week later. 

Soon after getting the 
green light, Moderna expects 
its vaccine to be shipped to 
distribution points across 
the United States by the gov¬ 
ernment’s Operation Warp 
Speed program and drug 
distributor McKesson Corp. 

The distribution is ex¬ 
pected to be easier than Pfiz¬ 
er ’s because while it needs to 
be stored in a freezer, it does 
not require the ultra-cold 
temperature needed by Pfiz¬ 
er’s vaccine. 

CONSISTENT 
ACROSS AGE AND ETH¬ 
NICITY 

Moderna said the 196 
Covid-19 cases in its tri¬ 
al included 33 adults over 
65 years old and 42 vol¬ 
unteers from racially di¬ 
verse groups, including 29 
Latinos, 6 Blacks, 4 Asian 
Americans and 3 multiracial 
participants. There was one 
death related to Covid-19 


in the placebo group during 
the trial. 

“This is as black and 
white as an effect on a pop¬ 
ulation will be. Your chanc¬ 
es of actually being sick if 
you’ve been vaccinated are 
decreased 20-fold,” said 
Moderna’s Zaks. 

Azra Ghani, chair in in¬ 
fectious disease epidemiolo¬ 
gy at Imperial College Lon¬ 
don, said Monday’s details 
confirmed the vaccine was 
highly effective, including 
against severe cases. 

“Whilst this does not ex¬ 
clude some risk of severe dis¬ 
ease after vaccination given 
the relatively small number 
of severe cases, these results 
suggest very high efficacy,” 
she said. 

Moderna reported no 
new side effects since its 
interim analysis, which 
showed the most common 
side effects were fatigue, in¬ 
jection site redness and pain, 
headache and body aches, 
which rose after the second 
dose and were short-lived. 

Zaks said the vaccine 
caused significant flu-like 
symptoms in some partici¬ 
pants which, “goes hand-in- 
hand with having such a po¬ 
tent vaccine.” But it has not 
caused any significant safety 
concerns so far, he said. 

Moderna plans to start a 
new trial to test the vaccine 
in adolescents before the 
end of the year, followed 
by another in even younger 
volunteers early in 2021. It 
hopes to have the vaccine 
available for adolescents by 
September, Zaks said. 

Other vaccine makers 
have said they are studying 
their vaccines in young peo¬ 
ple as well. 


French police charged over black man’s beating 


PARIS: Dec 01 Four French 
police officers have been charged in 
connection to the beating and racial 
abuse of a black music producer, a ju¬ 
dicial source said Monday, days after 
the incident in Paris that intensified 
controversy over a new security law. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


This is for notice of the general public that 
a political party is proposed to be registered 
by the name MAKKAL THILAGAM MUNNETRA 
KAZHAGAM. The office of of the party is located 
D.No.6/431, Punnaiyapuram, Kadayanallur 
(Tk), Tenkasi-627 855, Tamilnadu. This party 
has submitted application to the Election 
Commission of India, New Delhi for its 
registration as political party under section 
29A of the Representation of people Act, 1951- 
Name/Address of the Office-Bearers of the 
Party are as follows: 

President: M.Mahesh, D.No.6/431, 

Punnaiyapuram, Kadayanallur (Tk), Tenkasi 
- 627 855, Tamilnadu, General Secretary: 
S.Ganapathy Subramaniam, 163/43D, 
Karuppasamy Kovil Street, Krishnapuram, 
Kadayanallur, Tenkasi - 627 759, Tamilnadu. 
Treasurer: V.Karuppasamy, 73/40B, 
Vivekananthar Street, Thirikoodapuram, 
Chokkampatti, Tenkasi - 627 765, Tamilnadu. 

If any one has any objection to the Registration 
of MAKKAL THILAGAM MUNNETRA KAZHAGAM. 
They may send their objection with reasons 
thereof, to the Secretary (Political Party) 
Election Commission of India, Nirvanchan 
Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi -110 001 within 
30 days of the Publication of this notice. 

M.Mahesh, President, 
MAKKAL THILAGAM MUNNETRA KAZHAGAM. 


The beating of music producer 
Michel Zecler — exposed in video 
footage published last week — has 
become a focus of anger against the 
police, who critics accuse of institu¬ 
tionalised racism and targeting black 
and Arab people. 

Tens of thousands protested on 
Saturday against the security bill, 
which would restrict the right to pub¬ 
lish images of on-duty police. The 
rally in Paris ended in bitter clashes. 

An investigating magistrate ruled 
early Monday morning to charge 
three with “willful violence by a 
person holding public authority” and 
“forgery”, a judicial source told AFP. 

Two were kept behind bars, while 
the other two were put on conditional 
release, the source added. 

On Sunday Paris prosecutor 
Remy Heitz had called for the officers 
to be charged specifically with using 
racial abuse. 

The protests in Paris saw a bras¬ 
serie set alight, cars torched and 
stones thrown at security forces, who 
responded with tear gas and anti-riot 
tactics. 

Among those hurt was an 
award-winning Syrian photojour¬ 


nalist, Ameer al-Halbi, 24, seen with 
a bruised face and much of his head 
covered in bandages in AFP photos. 

Al-Halbi is a freelance photogra¬ 
pher who has worked for Polka Mag¬ 
azine and AFP, who both condemned 
the incident in statements Sunday. 

“We are shocked by the injuries 
suffered by our colleague Ameer 
al-Halbi and condemn the unpro¬ 
voked violence,” said Phil Chet- 
wynd, AFP’s global news director, 
demanding that the police investigate 
the incident. 

Al-Halbi was unable to get to 
hospital for several hours, and said he 
was reminded of being in the Syrian 
civil war in his hometown. 

“It was Aleppo that came back to 
me last night,” he said. 

Police said 81 people were ar¬ 
rested at the protests, with Interior 
Minister Gerald Darmanin saying the 
violence was “unacceptable”. 

In a tweet, Darmanin said 98 
police officers had been hurt during 
the protests, adding: “Those behind 
the violence will be pursued.” 

Ahead of the charges, the four 
officers had been questioned by the 
police’s National Police Inspectorate 


General (IGPN) on suspicion of us¬ 
ing violence and racial abuse. 

Heitz said three of the officers 
should remain in custody “to avoid 
the perpetrators communicating or 
pressure on witnesses”. 

He called for charges of inten¬ 
tional violence, racial abuse and 
posting a false police report. 

The fourth man, who arrived on 
the scene later and fired a tear gas 
canister, should be freed under con¬ 
ditions and charged with intentional 
violence, he said.The four officers 
had a good service record before the 
incident, he said, and claimed they 
had acted “out of fear”. 

Zecler had been stopped for not 
wearing a mask and because of a 
strong smell of cannabis. But only 
a tiny quantity of the substance was 
found, he said. 

Lawyers representing three of 
the officers declined to comment 
Monday on the charges. 

Commentators say that the im¬ 
ages of the beating — first published 
by the Loopsider news site — may 
never have been made public if the 
contentious Article 24 of the security 
legislation was made law. 


In first for Australia, PM Scott Morrison 
speaks to parliament on video link 


SYDNEY: Dec 01 
Prime Minister Scott Mor¬ 
rison became Australia’s 
first leader on Monday to 
make an appearance before 
parliament by video link, as 
he spends time in quarantine 
following a recent trip to 
Japan. 

While not the first such 
session by a world leader, 
with British Prime Min¬ 
ister Boris Johnson hav¬ 
ing addressed parliament 


online, Morrison spoke to 
Australian lawmakers on a 
big screen television placed 
at the back of the House of 
Representatives.Morrison, 
who last week became the 
first world leader to meet 
Japanese Prime Minister 
Yoshihide Suga, spoke on 
the coronavirus, which Aus¬ 
tralia has largely contained, 
and aspects of the country’s 
economic recovery.“Our 
relative success here in Aus¬ 


tralia sometimes shields us 
from the sheer scale of the 
devastation that has occurred 
elsewhere,” he said in com¬ 
ments that had been delayed 
a few minutes by technical 
issues. Monday marked 24 
hours with no new locally 
acquired infections for Aus¬ 
tralia, though its death toll 
rose to 908 after disease com¬ 
plications killed one person 
in southeastern Victoria state 
who had earlier been cleared 


of infection. 

Australia’s tally of more 
than 27,800 infections is 
far fewer than many other 
developed countries. 

With infections curtailed, 
authorities in Victoria said 
they would resume a system 
of hotel quarantine for locals 
returning from overseas. 

The state had barred en¬ 
try to Australians returning 
home following an outbreak 
of more than 20,000 cases 


sparked by infections among 
hotel workers caught from 
those in mandatory 14-day 
quarantine. 

Many of the workers, 
who had second jobs, then 
carried the virus further in 
the community. 

The outbreak was only 
contained after a stringent 
lockdown for more than 100 
days in the state capital of 
Melbourne, home to about 5 
million people. 
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Sunny Leone: Been waiting to 


be on a set for the longest time 



3E CH ® 


Chennai Dec 01 Sun¬ 
ny, who recently flew back 
to Mumbai with her husband 
and children from Los An¬ 
geles, is currently shooting 
for “Koka Kola”, a horror 
comedy. She is also gearing 
up for a fictional web series 
and is all set to shoot for the 
13th season of Splitsvilla, 
as a host. 

There is a film lined up 
in the South, too. Details of 
the untitled proj ect are under 
wraps. 

“I have been waiting to 
be on a set for the longest 
time. I do have a packed 
schedule ahead, but I am not 
complaining. I am so excited 
to face the camera because 
that is where I truly belong,” 
said Sunny. 

“While my time in Los 
Angeles has been lovely as 



I got to spend some qual¬ 
ity time with my family, I 
have been missing work. I 
am working on some really 
interesting projects which 


I cannot wait to share with 
everyone,” she added. 

During lockdown, Sunny 
kept herself busy working on 
her make-up line. 


KGF director Prashanth Neel to direct Prabhas, 
official announcement to he made soon 


Chennai Dec 01 Seems 
like the stage is set for anoth¬ 
er pan-Indian film starring 
Prabhas as KGF director 
Prashanth Neel is geared up 
to direct him next. 

Earlier there were many 
speculations about the Kan¬ 
nada director teaming up 
with Prabhas or Jr NTR for 
his next film. And whenever 
fans would ask, the director 
would state that he can’t 
make an announcement till 
he wraps up shooting for the 
sequel of KGF with Yash. 
But looks like it’s time to 
make the announcement as 
a production house shared 
on Monday that an exciting 
announcement will be made 
come December 2. They 


wrote, “Dear Audience, You 
always Loved our Cinema 
more than Us. To continue 
to Love and to be Loved we 
are coming with our next “In¬ 
dian Film”. Keep your Heart 
Open for our announcement 
on 2nd Dec at 2:09pm #Hom- 
baleFilms7.” (sic) 

Fans immediately as¬ 
sumed after a few trade an¬ 
alysts confirmed on social 
media that this will be the 
announcement about Pra¬ 
bhas’ next with Prashanth 
Neel. But sources close to 
the film’s unit have also 
confirmed the same. Vijay 
Kiragandur will be bank¬ 
rolling the project under the 
Hombale Films banner. 

Prabhas, who rose to 


fame on a global scale ever 
since Baahubali, has been on 
a signing spree. Including 
this one, Prabhas has four 
pan-Indian films officially 
lined up. He is currently 
shooting for the period dra¬ 
ma Radhe Shy am with direc¬ 
tor Radha Krishna Kumar, 
with Pooja Hegde as his 
co-star. After that, he has a 
yet-to-be-titled film which 
will be a sci-fi directed by 
Nag Ashwin and also star¬ 
ring Deepika Padukone and 
Amitabh Bachchan. He has 
also signed the mytholog¬ 
ical drama Adipurush with 
director Om Raut and Saif 
Ali Khan. Buzz is that Kriti 
Sanon will play the female 
lead in that one. 



Ajith film actress Papri Ghosh 
ties a knot in a private ceremony 


Chennai Dec 01 Papri 
Ghosh played some nota¬ 
ble roles in the films like, 
‘Bairavaa’, ‘Sarkar’, ‘Vis- 
wasam’, and others. Even 
though her roles are a short 
one, the Bengali based ac¬ 
tress impressed the fans with 
her appeal. The latest buzz 
is that the charming actress 
Papri Ghosh has tied the knot 
with a businessman in a pri¬ 
vate ceremony. The wedding 
took place in a Bengali style 
and was attended by close 
friends and relatives. 

Papri Ghosh played var¬ 



ious roles in films. She por¬ 
trayed Vijay’s sister-in-law 
in 4 Sarkar ’ andNayanthara’s 


friend in 4 Viswasam’ starring 
Aj ith. After an important role 
in Santhanam’s 4 Sakka Podu 
Podu Raja’, Papri Ghosh 
shifted to act in a television 
serial. Then she got the op¬ 
portunity to act in popular se¬ 
rials like 4 Nayaki’ and ‘Pan- 
davar Illam’, and got more 
popular. As per the reports, 
it was her father’s dream to 
see her become an actress. 
Wishes have been pouring in 
for the actress from fans and 
friends. Fans hope the actress 
will continue acting in serials 
post marriage as well. 


Prithviraj’s Kuruthi is a socio-political thriller 



Chennai Dec 01 Soon after 
completing shooting for Tanu Bal- 
ak’s Cold Case, Prithviraj will join 
director Manu Warrier’s upcoming 
movie titled Kuruthi. The movie, 
which boasts a stellar cast and crew, 
is set to go on floors on December 9. 

The movie marks the Mollywood 
debut of Manu, who had earlier 
directed the Bollywood film Coffee 
Bloom starring Arjun Mathur and 
also scripted Anurag Kashyap’s 2014 
series Yudh that starred Amitabh 
Bachchan. On Kuruthi, he tells us, 
“It’s a socio-political thriller that has 
got a bit of drama, action and thrilling 
elements.” 

Apart from Prithviraj, the mov¬ 
ie also has Murali Gopy, Roshan 
Mathew, Shine Tom Chacko, Sri- 
nda, Manikandan R Achari, Navas 


Vallikkunnu, Mammukkoya, Naslen 
and Sagar Surya. “We put together 
the entire cast over the past few 
months. Though Prithvi plays the 
lead, all other characters have equal 
importance. Their roles will keep 
the audience hooked to the story,” 
says the filmmaker. Talking about 


the scale of the movie, Manu says, “I 
am not at liberty to reveal the budget 
of the film. But I can say that it’s not 
a film made on a limited budget due 
to the pandemic. Kuruthi is made on 
a decent scale.” 

On doing a Malayalam film after 
being busy in Bollywood, the direc¬ 


tor says, “I liked the subject a lot and 
that’s why I got in touch with Prithvi, 
who was also excited after listening 
to the thread. That’s how he came 
onboard and I am quite thrilled that 
he and Supriya decided to produce 
the film.” The movie is written by An- 
ish Pallyal and also has established 
talents such as cinematographer 
Abinandhan Ramanujam and com¬ 
poser Jakes Bejoy as part of the crew. 
“Working with them is something 
that I am very excited about and I am 
grateful to Prithvi for helping me put 
together a terrific team,” he says. The 
movie will be shot in Erattupetta in a 
single schedule from December 9 to 
the second week of January. Kuruthi 
marks the third production by Prith¬ 
viraj Productions after 9 and Driving 
Licence last year. 
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Team Inna's Sidney lasses raise caitalney debate aiaia 



Sydney Dec 01 India’s 
resounding defeats in the 
first two ODIs vs Australia 
in Sydney have once again 
triggered debates across var¬ 
ious platforms about whether 
the time has come to split 
the captaincy for different 
formats. 

Rohit Sharma’s success 
as captain of the Mumbai 
Indians in the IPL and In¬ 
dia’s lack of success in the 
two ICC tournaments that 
Kohli has led the team in, the 
2017 ICC Champions Tro¬ 
phy in England and Wales, 
where they were soundly 
beaten in the final by arch 
rivals Pakistan, and the 50- 
over World Cup in England, 
where India came up short 
in the semifinal against New 
Zealand, have been a source 
of constant debate. 

But with three World 
Cups lined up in a span of 
three years, two of them in 
the T20 format and one in 
the 50-over format in 2023 
is it wise to change captains 
now? 

There is a consensus now 
that Kohli was tactically 
poor in both the ODIs and 
more so in the second one 
when he gave an in-rhythm 
Jasprit Bumrah just a two- 
over spell and brought on 
Navdeep Saini, which even¬ 
tually opened the floodgates. 

Criticising his handling 
of Bumrah, former India 
ODI skipper and left-hand¬ 
ed opener Gautam Gam- 
bhir, who for a long time has 
pointed to Kohli’s lack of 
success for RCB in the IPL, 
said, “I find it difficult to 
comprehend that if you have 
a bowler of Jasprit Bumrah’s 


calibre and you give him only 
two overs upfront. It’s not a 
tactical mistake but a tactical 
blunder,” Gambhir said in 
4 ESPNCricinfo’s ‘Match 
Day Hindi’. 

“I was expecting Bumrah 
and Shami to bowl five-over 
spells each upfront to try and 
get a couple of wickets each. 
I don’t think there is any 
captain in world cricket who 
would give Jasprit Bumrah, 
two overs with the new ball,” 
Gambhir added. 

Gambhir has been a 
strong advocate of handing 
India’s limited overs cap¬ 
taincy to Rohit Sharma and 
has called it “India’s loss and 
not Rohit’s” if Sharma is not 
made captain in white-ball 
cricket. 

It is true though that 
Kohli has not been at his 
best both as a batsman and 
captain since the start of this 
chaotic year. After winning 
the ODI series 2-1 at home vs 
Australia in January, Kohli 
captained the team in the first 
four T20s and oversaw a five- 
nil sweep vs New Zealand in 
New Zealand. (Rohit cap¬ 
tained in the fifth one). But 
India were well beaten 3-0 
in the ODIs and 2-0 in Tests. 

His personal form in the 
eight ODIs that he has led 
India in has also suffered a 
dip if you go purely by the 
numbers. In eight matches, 
he has scored 368 runs with 
four 50s at an average of 46, 
well below his overall aver¬ 
age of 59.29. 

Of course, any ordinary 
mortal would happily take 
46 as a batting average, but 
when you are a colossus as 
Kohli has been over such a 


long period of time, you are 
often measured against your 
own greatness. 

In T20Is this year, his 
performance has been even 
poorer. The seven matches 
that he has played in have 
earned him 161 runs with 
a top-score of 45 and an 
average of 32.20, massively 
below his overall average 
of 50.80. 

Former India left-arm- 
seamer Ashish Nehra, who 
has worked closely with 
Kohli at RCB as a bowling 
coach for two seasons, de¬ 
scribes him as an “impul¬ 
sive” captain. 

Pointing out some of his 
bowling changes, Nehra said 
that some of his decisions 
looked hurried and didn’t 
make any sense. “In today’s 
game, Virat gave two overs 
to Mohammed Shami and 
then brought Navdeep Saini. 
He wanted Shami to bowl 
from the other end, that I 
understand, but then, why 
would he use Jasprit Bumrah 
for only two overs with the 
new ball? 

“He is making frequent 
changes in bowling. He only 


had five bowling options. 
India used Mayank Agar- 
wal and Hardik Pandya - it 
was a decision made on the 
ground. If things were going 
in India’s way, you would 
not have seen these two get¬ 
ting an over,” Nehra said on 
Cricbuzz. 

To support Nehra’s view 
on Kohli being impulsive, 
one has to say that he is right 
and one can see that even in 
Tests where he plays follow 
the ball and puts a fielder 
wherever the ball has gone. 
But Test cricket allows you 
to recover from a bad spell 
or bad 15 minutes. 

Nehra even pointed out 
to his batting approach in the 
first ODI when Kohli, after 
India had raced to 50 for no 
loss in 5 overs, walked out 
at No.3 and started playing 
a shot a ball. 

“He is being hasty in his 
decisions,” Nehra said. “In 
the previous game, after he 
was dropped, it seemed like 
he was in a hurry. Kohli has 
chased 350 several times 
in his career. It seemed like 
he was chasing 375 and not 
475,” he added. 


While those points are 
well taken, one must also 
keep in mind that Kohli is 
someone who revels in the 
responsibility of captaincy. 
While there is no immediate 
threat to his status as an un¬ 
disputed Test captain, he has 
been terrific as a white-ball 
leader too. 

His ODI numbers are 
staggering as it is, (In 250 
matches, he has scored 
11977 runs at an average 
of 59.29 and a strike-rate 
of 93.92 with 43 centuries, 
many of them in winning 
chases), but as captain, those 
numbers look even more 
surreal. He has led India 91 
times and in those 91 games, 
he has scored 5257 runs at 
an average of 74.04 and a 
strike-rate of 98.87 with 21 
hundreds. 

India have also enjoyed 
a good winning record under 
him, winning 62 of those 
games. And in those wins, 
Kohli’s numbers are divine. 
He has 4085 runs at an aver¬ 
age of90.77 and a strike-rate 
of 100.36 and 17 centuries. 

In the ultra-short format, 
T20Is, also he has a stunning 
record. In 82 games, he has 
scored 2794 runs at 50.80 
and a strike-rate of 138.24. 
India have won 22 T20I 
matches of the 37 that he 
has led them in and in those 
games, he averages 55.64 
with a strike-rate of 146.42. 

Kohli is yet to lead India 
in a T20 WC, so people who 
like to judge captaincy based 
on success in ICC events, 
will have to wait for him to 
at least fail there as captain, 
before they can pass their 
judgment. 
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Fear of reinjuring, length, wary 
batsmen may be hurting Bumrah 


NEW DELHI: Dec 01 
Jasprit Bumrah’s poor form 
in ODIs from early this year 
has continued to chase him in 
Australia despite his impres¬ 
sive showing for the Mumbai 
Indians in the Indian Premier 
League over the last couple 
of months. 

The right-arm pace bowl¬ 
er has not just failed to pick 
enough wickets in the ODIs, 
he has also leaked more runs 
in the two ODIs in Sydney 
than he had in his first few 
one-dayers this year. He has 
returned figures of one for 
73 and one for 79 in the first 
two one-dayers against Aus¬ 
tralia in Sydney.Bumrah, 
who notched up impressive 
numbers between 2016 and 
2019 with wickets, average 
and strike rate, suffered a 
lower back injury in 2019 
that forced him to miss most 
of the second half of last year. 

Since returning this Jan¬ 
uary, he has played eight 
matches, bagged just three 
wickets — every wicket of 
his taking 152 deliveries and 
costing 146 runs. 

This is way higher than 
previous years when his 
strike rate (24.1 in 2016; 

30.6 in 2017; 27.5 in 2018; 
and 31.8 in 2019) and av¬ 
erage (14.64 in 2016; 26.25 
in 2017; 16.63 in 2018; and 

24.6 in 2019) were quite 
impressive. 

“He has come back from 
an injury. Sometimes it 
happens that when you are 
coming back from injury, 
you have fear and you are 
careful. I don’t know if that 



is the case with him, but 
with bowlers returning from 
injury that can happen. It 
happened to me. It took me a 
year to get back to top form. 
Once a bowler gets over that 
injury fear, he gets back to 
top form,”Manoj Prabhakar, 
a former India pace bowler, 
told IANS on Monday. 

Prabhakar said that the 
onus lies on the India team 
bowling coach to guide 
bowlers like Bumrah through 
this phase.“Adjusting to the 
length is the toughest part 
in Australia. When I toured 
there, I realised that some of 
my deliveries that would hit 
the stumps in India would go 
over the stumps in Australia. 
So, I had to adjust the length 
abit. I quickly adjusted to it,” 
said Prabhakar. 

India skipper Virat Kohli 
on Sunday said that the bowl¬ 
ers have not hit the right areas 
for long enough. 

Bumrah has also failed 
to pick wickets early on. Im¬ 
portantly, the short deliveries 
that we saw him use with so 
much effectiveness in the 
IPL have been missing in 
the ODIs. 

His failure could also 
be because the Australian 


batsmen are not taking undue 
risks against him and are 
happy seeing him off ini¬ 
tially unlike in T20 cricket’s 
four-over spells for MI when 
batsmen have to go after his 
bowling but end up giving 
wickets. 

Former India all-round¬ 
er Madan Lai had earlier 
told IANS that bowling in 
T20 cricket is a bit different 
from bowling in the ODIs 
as the batsmen can see the 
bowler off. “In 50 overs, 
you have time. Batsmen can 
adjust. You can endure a spell 
of four-five overs without 
scoring much. In T20, the 
batsman has to try to hit ev¬ 
ery ball.” 

In both the games, Bum- 
rah’s opening spells were 
negotiated quite easily. Nei¬ 
ther the Aussies went after 
him nor did they concede 
any wickets. They played 
him out — Bumrah’s opening 
spells were 4-0-23-0 in the 
first match and 2-0-9-0 in the 
second match. 

The surfaces no doubt 
have lacked support for him. 
Team vice-captain KL Ra¬ 
hul on Sunday said that the 
surfaces at Sydney and New 
Zealand (in February) were 
very batting-friendly. 

“You also have to under¬ 
stand that in New Zealand 
and Australia, the wickets are 
so good to bat on. You will 
see top bowlers not getting 
wickets. So that is accept¬ 
able,” said Rahul also adding 
that the bowlers will have 
to learn to bowl on these 
surfaces 
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